
HOW THE VIETNAM WAR AFFECTED MUSIC

Today, April 30, marks the anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War. On this date in , Marines evacuated the last
Americans from the.

Reprinted with permission of University of Massachusetts Press. Rather, the songs afforded a set of
overlapping fields for making, sharing, and at times rejecting meaning. Many African-Americans hoped a
battle against fascism could lead to the end of discrimination in the U. Likewise, the sound of a voice or guitar
that once evoked a connection with comrades in Vietnam could ignite intense feelings of sorrow back home.
Bradley is a veteran of the Vietnam War and Werner is a professor of music and literature in the Department
of Afro-American Studies at the University of Wisconsin, where together they teach a course on the war. To
some, it was to establish stable democracy and eliminate Chinese influence in a new and warring nation. They
had catapulted Nixon to the presidency and fueled a resurgent conservative political movement. Fifty years on,
more than 5, songs have been recorded about the war, forming an international conversation about a conflict
that tore apart the fabric of politics, society and culture. Many artists were not shy about confronting the
unethical activities of serving soldiers on furlough. Music was a lifeline connecting soldiers to their homes,
families, and parts of themselves they felt slipping away. The diverse group of Americans who were fighting
generally had to listen to music together, if they wanted to listen at all. Soldiers who identified deeply with the
iconoclastic messages of the Jefferson Airplane or James Brown simultaneously accepted their place in the
highly technological commercial culture that defined American society. Initially, the war gained support from
a majority of Americans, but as time went on and deaths mounted, the national perspective began to shift
toward ambivalence, while the massive population of nearly 80 million young Baby Boomers kicked an
anti-war effort into gear. Although music has not always reflected the ideas of the majority, it has quickly
become an engrained part of American political culture. Whereas during past wars, musicians wrote songs to
unite Americans, Vietnam-era music spoke to the growing numbers of disillusioned citizens, and brought
attention to the cultural fissures that were beginning to emerge. They listened to the radio, or on cassette desks
or reel-to-reel tape players. The deep-seated resentment felt by so many Americans â€” against those on
college campuses, those who defied military orders, those who questioned American patriotism â€” cannot be
ignored, and they, too, turned to music that provided solace. Throughout this time, isolationism was the
driving force behind American foreign policy and pacifism became a viable political ideology. Songs and
styles signified something particular to one group and something very different to another; the tensions are
especially clear in relation to country music and soul, but they show up again and again. To others, the reason
for conflict in Vietnam was obscure, a long-lasting fight that had no clear goal or end in sight. These tapes tell
the story of a human side of war. By the end of the s, this enigmatic country would become the most
controversial issue facing the US, dividing society, debated in Congress, demonstrated for and against on the
streets â€” and documented in song. Each holiday season galvanised sentiment on the home front and over 70
Christmas songs were written about the war. Kennedy, the US had 3, military personnel stationed in Vietnam.
It was just one of more than 50 songs released about Kent State. Rebels with a Cause By the s, the anti-war
movementâ€”and thus anti-war musicâ€”regained popularity. While television news broadcasting became
more critical after the Tet Offensive, the big networks were hesitant to promote entertainers who were vocally
opposed to the war. It was one of the most graphic images to appear on a Vietnam War record. The U. Almost
half of the Vietnam War song discography was released in the postwar period. The message of folk music
from that time was a clear analysis of what the international destruction of Vietnam meant in the context of
already existing domestic turmoil, calling the listener to look deeper into the superficial peace of daily life to
see a system in need of change. Would the public have been so lenient? First, the song explains the mires of
armed conflict, and second, it blames the fighting on the British. In the face of death, confusion and the
stagnant trudge of war, American counterculture paved a path through the muck by creating music that would
last the test of time. They gathered at festivals like Monterey Pop to communally celebrate their music while
joining hands against the negativity and confusion of wartime. Performed by men and woman of different
ethnicities and nationalities, the astonishing breadth of opinions from all levels of society reveals the changing
nature of responses to the war. It was the first record made in the United States to allude to the Vietnam War
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in its title and highlighted that, according to opinion polls, most Americans paid little or no attention to the
developing conflict in Indochina, which would consume their nation for 20 years. Tausig attributes the
reemergence of protest movements to the rise of the baby boomers. Johnson to send hundreds of thousands of
troops to maintain a non-communist South Vietnam. The popularity of these songs paints another portrait of
the war; politically, the music was much more multifaceted than is often remembered. The average soldier
instead tended to embrace ballads about going home. Vastly outnumbered and unsure of when or if a full-scale
attack would begin, marines played cards, smoked, hunkered down at the sound of incoming artillery, and
scrambled to pick up desperately needed supplies dropped by parachute. But the sounds offered more than
simple escape. Moderate entertainers like Simon and Garfunkel and Johnny Cash covered anti-war songs.
Following the Tet Offensive, public support for withdrawal from Vietnam increased from 19 to 55 per cent.


