
A LOOK AT ETHICS AS AN INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY

Ethics is a term. Many people think ethics has to do with a set of social conventions or a religious decree. In professional
philosophy we do not typically consider.

We might explore this subject by asking the simple question, "Why be moral? Unfortunately, there are perhaps
hundreds of rival normative principles from which to choose, many of which yield opposite conclusions.
Other normative theories focus on a set of foundational principles, or a set of good character traits. The most
common forms of consequentialism are the various versions of utilitarianism, which favour actions that
produce the greatest amount of happiness. With the issue of abortion, for example, we would simply
determine its morality by consulting our normative principle of choice, such as act-utilitarianism. Types[ edit ]
Normative ethics deals with questions of what we ought to do, or what things are good to do. Is it because
although the consequences are the same the action I'm performing is different? For this reason, principles that
appeal to duty to God are not usually cited since this would have no impact on a nonbeliever engaged in the
debate. On the principle of utilitarianism, she must consider the consequences for both herself and the victim.
This dichotomy was necessary for Kant because it could explain the autonomy of a human agent: although a
human is bound in the phenomenal world, their actions are free in the intelligible world. Locke, John, Two
Treatises, ed. Conditional duties involve various types of agreements, the principal one of which is the duty is
to keep one's promises. Most courses use textbooks, although they are usually anthologies of excerpts from
larger philosophy books. This is called the correlativity of rights and duties. And by that very fact, do we not
declare that we respect the fruits of others' labor? This sounds like subjectivism, but in emotivism a moral
statement doesn't provide information about the speaker's feelings about the topic but expresses those feelings.
Thus, the stalemate in normative ethics between conflicting theories prevents us from using a single decisive
procedure for determining the morality of a specific issue. Also, R. This course teaches advanced writing and
persuasion; it is ideal for someone who is in a business that involves winning over the boss or clients. In this
case, my duty of nonmaleficence emerges as my actual duty and I should not return the gun. Donating to
charity, for example, is morally correct since this acknowledges the inherent value of the recipient. It also
formulates a rule by which ethical actions can be determined and proposes that ethical actions should be
universalisable, in a similar way to Kant's ethics. Hoy describes Levinas's account as "not the attempt to use
power against itself, or to mobilize sectors of the population to exert their political power; the ethical
resistance is instead the resistance of the powerless" , p. Of course, most of the theories allow for flexibility
based on the situation such as the ability to help in this circumstance and whether one has any other, higher
obligations. Introduction to Philosophy Description: Introduction to Philosophy is always an introductory
course. It is also important to note that Socrates' question not only allows for non-ethical answers but also
answers from different ethical theories. This article, then, will deal with ethics as a field of philosophy,
especially as it has developed in the West.


